
FRONTREARINSIDE TOP FOLD

BASIC  FIREARM  SAFETY

As a new shooter, it can be intimidating to handle a gun for the first 
time.  Guns are extremely dangerous if handled in an unsafe manner, 
so being intimidated is perfectly understandable.  However, if you fol-
low instructions, respect the power the gun has, and act in a safe man-
ner, you will also see what makes shooting guns a fun experience for 
millions of people. 
The single most important aspect of being around guns is safety, so that 
everyone can have a good time and gets to go home.  Follow all the 
instructions in this pamphlet, listen to the instructions and commands 
given to you on the range, and remember & practice the basic rules of 
firearm safety at all times.  If you have any questions, do not hesitate 
to ask.  Be safe and have fun.

The most basic rules of firearm safety:
 ●  All guns are always loaded.
 ●  Always keep every gun pointed in a safe direction at 
all times.
 ●  Never let the muzzle cover anything you are not will-
ing to destroy.
 ●  Identify your target, and what is behind it.
 ●  Keep your finger off the trigger until your sights are on 
your target.

BULLET POINTS:
● Guns can wound or KILL you, other people, animals, even from  
miles away (See Fig.1)
● Always act in a safe manner
● Always keep every gun pointed in a safe direction (See Fig.2)
● Never aim a gun at anything you do not want to destroy
● Always know your target and what is beyond it (See Fig.1)
● Always keep your finger off the trigger and out of the trigger 
guard until ready to shoot (See Figs.3 & 4)
● Always expect that a gun is loaded until you have personally 
verified it is not
● Guns must be kept in a safe direction, unloaded, with actions 
open when not in use (See Figs.5 & 6)
● Never handle any gun when anyone is downrange
● Never mix guns with drugs of any kind and/or alcohol
● Know where your muzzle is pointed at all times (See Fig.2)
● There is never a good reason why your muzzle should be point-
ed in an unsafe direction (See Fig.2)
● Know your own limits and don’t be embarrassed
● Ask questions before using an unfamiliar gun
● Be familiar with all important functions of the gun including 
opening the action and unloading
● Follow all rules and instructions
● Understand terms like ‘ceasefire’, ‘cold’, ‘hot’, and ‘muzzle 
direction’
● Anyone can call out ceasefire, or point out unsafe actions as the 
situation requires
● Be familiar with where the firing and safety lines are (See Fig.7)
● Bullets can be deadly from miles away, so only aim at targets in 
proper areas (See Fig.1)
● Only load the correct caliber and ammunition, and inspect 
rounds for damage/irregularity
● Stop shooting immediately if anything feels or sounds wrong or 
different (See Fig.8)
● If you’re unsure if something went wrong, cease firing and ask 
anyway (See Fig.8)
● If a loaded gun doesn’t fire, hold the gun pointed downrange for 
30 seconds before checking or opening action
● Never attempt to catch a falling gun
● If a gun has fallen or the barrel has touched the ground, it must 
be checked before use (See Fig.8)
● Mechanical devices can fail - never rely on the gun’s safety
● Do not remove your eye or ear protection on or near the range
● Wash your hands well after a range day
● Be safe and have fun

Also note: most outdoor ranges may only have a porta-potty, and a public bathroom may be miles away.  If we are 
carpooling, ask to stop somewhere before getting off the highway if you need to use a bathroom.

BASIC RULES:
By following the basic rules of firearm safety, you are ensuring that even in a worst-case 
scenario, everyone will remain safe.  Always remember that a gun is deadly if misused. 
You may seriously injure or kill yourself, innocent bystanders, or even a random person 
miles away, by handling or shooting a gun in an unsafe manner. 
 

● ALWAYS keep every gun pointed in a safe direction.  If you are unsure what 
a safe direction is, ask before even handling the gun.  See “Figure 2 - Safe Muzzle 
Directions” inside.

● NEVER aim a gun at anything you do not want to destroy - i.e. KILL.  This means 
any part of your body, other people, animals, etc.  

● ALWAYS know your target and what is beyond it.  Make sure there is nothing 
and no one beyond your target.  See “Figure 1 - Properly and Improperly aimed shots” 
inside.

● ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger and outside the trigger guard until you 
are ready to shoot, i.e. your sights are on your target.  See “Figures 3 & 4 - Trigger 
Finger” inside.

● ALWAYS expect that a gun is loaded.  Never trust someone telling you it is un-
loaded, until you have personally verified it is not loaded.  Then double check.

● DO NOT hand someone else a gun with the action closed so they cannot in-
stantly see if the gun is unloaded

● DO NOT hand someone a gun in a way which would cause them to break any of 
the safety rules of handling guns.

● ALL guns are to be unloaded, with actions open, when not in use.  The ejection 
port should face up so that everyone can see the gun is unloaded and safe.  Do 
not put down a loaded gun.  See “Figures 5 & 6 - Actions Open” inside.

● NEVER handle any gun when anyone is downrange or otherwise in front of you.  
Stand behind the safety line or at least 10 feet behind the firing line if anyone 
is downrange.  Verify everyone is back and behind the firing line before anyone 
begins shooting.  See “Figure 7 - Firing Line” inside.

● NEVER mix guns with alcohol or drugs.  If you have used any alcohol or drugs, 
including prescription or over the counter, which could have impaired your ability 
to operate a gun safely, you must not handle any firearms.

MUZZLE DISCIPLINE:
Be especially aware of where your muzzle is pointed at all times, even if it is unloaded 
(remember, always assume a gun is loaded).  It is all too easy to put your hand in front 
of the muzzle - especially with handguns, or to point the muzzle at your feet, or to turn 
around and point the gun at other people.  Imagine a laser coming from the barrel of the 
gun - never let that laser near anything you do not wish to destroy.

No matter what happens, the gun MUST stay pointed down range in a safe direction.  
There are many kinds of distractions at the range - it could be anything from painful hot 
brass down a shirt, a loud gun going off near you, a bee stinging you, or someone shouting 
behind you - all can be distracting or painful, but there is NEVER a reason to turn around 
with a gun pointed in an unsafe direction.  No matter what, the gun must always remain 
pointed in a safe direction.  Put the gun down safely - ideally unloaded with action open 
- and only then deal with whatever the situation is.

A BULLET CAN TRAVEL FOR MILES AND STILL REMAIN DEADLY.  Never aim a loaded 
gun at the sky, over the backstop, at water, or at anything which could cause a bullet to 
ricochet or skip.  See “Figure 1 - Properly and Improperly aimed shots” inside.

ALL guns must be kept downrange in a safe direction and safe angle at ALL times.  Imag-
ine a cone with the point starting at your shooting location, and the base ending at the 
target.  The muzzle of the gun MUST NOT stray outside of that cone.  A few inches up 
at the muzzle can mean dozens of feet high at long distances. See “Figure 1 - Properly and 
Improperly aimed shots” and “Figure 2 - Safe Muzzle Directions” inside.

All guns will have at least a few 
common controls and features, but 
may have some of those controls in 
different places, or may not even 
have every control.  For example, 
the above handgun does NOT have 
an external safety.  



RANGE SAFETY:
Ask questions if you are unsure of something.  Guns may operate differently and are 
obviously dangerous, so needing to know how to safely operate them is critical.  Don’t 
feel stupid - everyone has to start somewhere and no one knows everything from the 
beginning.  If you need help, ASK - we are here to have fun and more importantly - BE 
SAFE.

Read the rules for the range - certain ranges may have specific and/or additional rules.  
Anyone can call out an unsafe action - if you see something unsafe, point or call it 
out.  It can be anything, from telling someone not to handle a gun when someone is 
downrange, to yelling ‘CEASEFIRE!’ or ‘MUZZLE DIRECTION!’ if the situation calls for it.  
Listen for verbal commands:

TERMS:
“CEASEFIRE!” - which means IMMEDIATELY stop shooting, unload the gun quickly but 
safely, open the action, and stop touching the gun. A ceasefire can be called by anyone 
witnessing a serious safety issue.

“Going cold” means stop shooting, remove magazines, clear chambers of any live rounds, 
leave the actions open, and get behind the safety line.  (If “going cold in 1 minute” or 
similar - you may finish remaining rounds in a magazine before doing the above.)   See 
“Figures 5 & 6 - “Actions Open” and “Figure 7 - Firing Line” at right.

“Range cold” means guns are all unloaded and actions open, no one is to touch any fire-
arms for any reason, everyone must be away from the firing line and behind the safety 
line, all guns have been verified to be open and unloaded with actions open, and it 
should be safe to go downrange to change targets.  Range cold is the only time eye/ear 
protection (aka “eyes/ears”) may be removed safely.  See “Figures 5 & 6 - “Actions Open” 
and “Figure 7 - Firing Line” at right.

“Good to go hot?” means check your eye and ear protection is on, verify everyone is back 
and safely behind firing line, and verbally acknowledge or give a thumbs up that you are 
ready to shoot again.

“Range hot” or just “hot” means guns can be handled and shot again.  Make sure your 
eye/ear protection is back on.

“MUZZLE DIRECTION!” (or similar) means a muzzle is pointing in an unsafe direction. 
IMMEDIATELY remove your finger from the trigger and correct the direction of the 
muzzle if it applies to you - WITHOUT aiming the gun at or near any person. See “Figure 
2 - Safe Muzzle Directions” at right.

Do not remove your ear protection on or near the firing line.  A single nearby gunshot is 
seriously painful and can permanently damage your hearing.  A gunshot may be 10 to 
50 times louder than what most people consider a painful volume.  Saying “what?” to 
everyone for the rest of your life is a lot worse than keeping your ear protection on.  If 
using foam in-ear plugs and things still sound extremely loud, walk away and try re-in-
serting.  If this does not work, I may have spare over-the-ear protection.

Do not remove your eye protection on or near the firing line.  Guns may blow small 
particles (usually unburned gunpowder or hot gasses) back toward you while shooting.  
If shooting clay pigeons, a clay can break apart on the thrower, sending fragments all 
over.  While an extremely unlikely scenario, a catastrophic failure of the gun can send 
pieces of metal flying in any direction. These can present a hazard to your eyes, even if 
you are not the person shooting, so keep your eye protection on at all times while near 
the firing line.

If you step away from the line to go to the bathroom or make a call, remember to check 
your eye/ear protection is back on before returning.

GUN SAFETY:
If you have never handled the gun before, or are unsure of ANY operation of using the 
gun, ASK FIRST.  You should be aware of how to open the action and how to lock it open, 

any mechanical safety, how to load the gun, and how to unload the gun including any 
rounds in the chamber.  Many guns operate similarly, but there may be some differences, 
so don’t assume.  Go slow until you are familiar with operating the gun.

It is FAR better to be overly cautious - do not feel foolish about asking for help.  Same 
goes for if you can’t figure something out or if something is not working properly - I would 
much rather you ask for help or get clarification.  I won’t be mad - I’d much rather ex-
plain something than see you or anyone else injured.  Maybe you’re catching a problem 
early on before it becomes serious.

When loading a gun or magazine, verify you are loading the correct caliber - some cali-
bers are very similar in size.  DO NOT load any rounds which appear damaged, bent, 
or deformed; especially short or especially long compared to other rounds of the same 
caliber; random rounds found on the ground; or any rounds of questionable or unknown 
origin.

NEVER RELY ON THE MECHANICAL SAFETY OF A GUN - mechanical de-
vices can fail.  YOU are the most important safety.  Your brain and your 
finger are the most important safeties of any gun.  See “Figures 3 & 4 
- “Trigger Finger” at right.

While shooting, if any shot feels or sounds significantly different (much quieter, much 
louder, less recoil, more recoil, and/or feels or otherwise acts different or wrong) 
from other rounds shot through the same gun - or anything just feels wrong - IMMEDIATELY 
stop shooting.  The gun needs to be checked before firing again.  It is possible there 
was a gun malfunction or ammunition problem.  Ignoring these issues can cause serious 
injury/death to yourself or bystanders or significant damage to the gun.  See “Figure 8 
- “Squib” at right.

If you pull the trigger of a loaded gun and the gun does not fire, hold the gun pointed 
downrange for 30 seconds before clearing and inspecting.  Do not just put the gun down 
- call for help if you need it - but maintain muzzle discipline.  Usually this happens with 
a .22LR where the primer did not ignite.  Very rarely, a round takes a little extra time to 
go off.  Pay extra attention if trying to shoot that round again - if it feels different in any 
way, do not fire the gun again until it is inspected.  

IF A GUN FALLS, NEVER ATTEMPT TO CATCH IT!  Let it fall.  Most guns have been 
designed to not unintentionally discharge if dropped. You are much more likely to acci-
dentally discharge the gun in an unsafe direction by attempting to catch the gun.  If the 
gun has fallen, or the barrel of the gun has gone down to the ground, the barrel must be 
checked for obstructions.  An obstruction can cause the barrel to act like a bomb.  See 
“Figure 8 - Squib” at right.

Always remember that a gun is deadly if 
misused. You may seriously injure or kill 
yourself, innocent bystanders, or even a 
random person miles away, by handling or 

shooting a gun in an unsafe manner. 
By shooting firearms and by handling ammunition, you are exposing yourself to lead, so 
be sure to wash your hands thoroughly, multiple times, before touching your eyes/mouth, 
food, kids, pets, etc.

As my guest, I am responsible for you and your actions.  Don’t intentionally damage prop-
erty - be it mine, the range’s, or anyone else’s.  Don’t do things which will jeopardize 
my membership/license.  Don’t show off or fool around.  I will have no problem kicking 
you out if need be.  Be safe, follow written and verbal directions, ask questions, don’t 
litter, and have fun!  


